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Motives underlying the capture of the 5 British 
Registry sub ts, and ort on the present situation 
Number | 59498/1260/31 Refers to Jerusalem telegram 265 (5 1 31). 
Considers it possible that the object of I.Z.L. in 
TELEGRAM FROM wishing to bring the five men to trial may be to stage 
JERUSALEM (Acting Consulla "Moscow trial" to unmask British policy. Arguments 
No. 266 General) |may be used which would impress an undiscerning public 


and it i ee Ge almost imperative that a capable 
Dated 15 Jul 48 /|Briti er be engaged to mercilessly expose 
iaacatead irrelevancies. Enqgtltiries are proceeding with Dr 
in Registry' 4 Jul 48 |Joseph regarding the handing-over of the men to 
Haganah, but too much pressure is not being exepted 
until the handing-over has been effected. 


(Minutes. 





Last Paper. 
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( Print.) 
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.fhis telegram is of particular secrecy and should be a 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OUTP DePART WiITAL DISTRIBUTION 
YROL: JERUSALU. TO FORSIG! OFFICE 

Acting British Consul General 

lio, 266. D: 4.20.pm July 15th, 1948, 

July 13th, 1948, R: 5,44.0.m. July 13th, 1948, 


LOST DL2RDIATE. 
TOP _S&CRET. 


liy immediately preceding telegram. 


Five abducted men, ‘hile I do not exclude the possi- 
ee that men were engaged in espionage for srabs, 
should not be surprised if one of the objects of I.Z.L. in 
wishing to bring them to trial were to stage a "Moscow trial" 
invol ng this Consulate with a view to "unmasking British 
een y sarees that His injonty's Government are actively 
helping Arabs with intelligence and thus opposing the United 
Nations Organisation's Palestine policy. 





_ 2. A “revelation" of this sort might be welcome to 
Jewish propaganda, such is their or suspicion of 
British motives that they may well be busily engaged in 
reading into insignificant coincidences some significant 
pattern. Given Slav background the vews state, a trial nay 
Well be based on pronunciamentos by the rosecution and even 
the judges supported by "confessions" and circumstantial 
evidence eno to impress an undiscerning public e.g. in 
America. These factors will make it the more necessary for 
the defence to have a capable British Jewish lawyer who can 
mercilessly expose irrelevancies. 


3. I em Kocpine in very frequent touch with the Jevish 
Agency but have hitherto refrained fron using very strong 
sentee or subjecting them to great pressure lest their 
willingness to obtain custody of the five men be thereb 
diminished and chances of their being handed over by I.2.L. 
prejudiced, Their transfer to Haganah is in view a 
vital preliminary step and when the men are in the hands of 
the agency we can then increase pressure on the latter, I 
trust that you agree to this tactic. 


4, At my instigation however the ‘'ruce Commission 
have addressed a sharply [? omission] note to Dr, Joseph 
anes that if the men are not released by I.Z.L. oor, 
July 15th, they will report to Security Counoil the inability 
of the Jewish authorities to maintain law and order in 
Jerusalem. Dr. Joseph has informed me that he has sow 
‘received a "definite promise" from I.Z.L. that they will 
be handed over. 

5. Since drafting the above I have received your tels- 
gram No, 418 and hope the Forego ng will give you some 
material for a reply. Should there be further developments 
before noon on ijednesday,I will inform you, For reasons 
ip in paragraph 5 above, I am not sure that it would not 

premature to repr ose’ Asher Levitsky. I believe he has 
some connexion with 1.Z.L. which may make it undesirable in 
any case but I will take advice and telegraph you further. 


---0l0--= 






NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Repeut to- S Your telegram No.266 fof 13th July : 


Trial of 5 Britons!. 

ee. Bt eateries we have informed Jerusalem Zlectric 
Corporation of your doubts regarding Levitsky. 
As alternative they propose Abraham Levin, 
partner of 5. Horowitz and Company, Barristers 
(address : Tancred Lane, Jerusalem. P.0.B.393). 
Grateful for your considered views regarding 
both. 

2. Would either nave physical means of reaching 

Tel Aviv should a trial be held there? If not, 


someone in Haifa or Tel Aviv may have to be 


Ear Ghar = 

Coae briefed. 

Cupher. : 

‘ 3- wWe entirely agree it would be preferable to 
istribution :— 

eee engage an able Jewish barrister from the U.K. 
Departmental 


Steps are being taken here to brief 
Mr. Richard Levy. 2a K.C. with a high reputation 
for ability and integrity. wno has expressed 


Biget. #) willingness toe uniertake the defence and could 
7 


HU spe ht 


oe ? of unforeseen obstacles. Serious possibility 


go out at snort notice. But we consiter it 


prudent to have a local man available also in case 


11 ve 1248 of his intimidation by I.7%.1L. has not escaped us 
a and we realise he must be very carefully chosen. 


Have you any sSugzestions? 


SS 4./ 


l 
oa 
4 The/juestion was raised this morning by 


}dimann. with whom we have informal contacts as 
representative in Lonion of the Jewisn autnorities. 
(ve nad¢ not taken the initiative in discussions 
with Goldmannpn this subject, because we cannot 
recoznise that his writ. for what it is worth, 
extenis to Jerusalem. ) JZolinmann saiji he was 

sure that Bryant was innocent, but that the other 
four men vere ex-policemen recently recruited by 
the company. and he could not express the same 
confidence in relation to then. Moreover. he 

was informed that 2 wireless transmitter had been 
found in their building. (The source of this 
information may be the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 
whose bulletin contains/Sinilar statementé. ) 

In the course si) Scania Nadi fZoldmann was told 
tuat we could not recognise the jurisdiction of 
‘any Jewish court over British subjects. He tien 
volunteered the suggestion that the best conclusion 
to the affair mizht be the deportation of the 
five men fron Palestine. Wwe agreed that this woul 


be far better than staging a trial. 





NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Your telegram No. 266 of 13th July: Trial of 5 Britons]. 





We have informed Jerusalem <lectric Corporation of your 
doubts regarding Levitsky. As alternative they propose 
abraham Levin, partner of s. Horowitz and Company, Barristers 
(address: Tancred Lane, Jerusalem, PU. Be395). Grateful 
for your considered views regarding both, 


2. Would either have physical weans of reaching 
Tel aviv should a trial be held there? If not, someone in 
Haifa or “el viv may have to be briefed, 


5. We entirely agree it would be sreferable to engage 
an able Jewish barrister fro: the United Kingdom Steps are 
being taken here to brief Mr. itichard Levy, a K.C. with a 
high reputation for ability and integrity, who has expressed 
willingness to undertake the defence snd could go out at 
short notice, But we consider it »rudent to have a local 
man available also in case of wnforeseen obstacles. Serious 
pessibility of his intimidation by I..L. has net eagcaped 
us and we realise ne must be very carefully chosen, Have you 
any suggestions? 


4, ‘the general question was raised this uorning by 
Geldmann, with whom we have informal contacts as 
representative in Londen of the Jewish autherities. (ive had 
net taken the initiative in diseussions with Geldmann en 
this subject, because we cannet recognise that his writ, for 
what it is worth, extends to Jerusalem). Goldmann said he 
was sure that Bryant was innecent, but that the ether feur 
men were ex=pelicewen recently recruited by the company, 
and he csuld net express the same confidence in relation 
te thei, iioreever, he was informed that a wireless 
transiitter had been feund in their building. (The scurce 
ef this information way be the Jewish “elegraphic ‘gency, 
whese bulletin centains 2 siiilar stateuent). In the 
ceurse ef the conversation Geldmann was teld that we ceulé 
net recegnise the jurisdiction ef any Jewish ceurt ever 
British subjects. He then volunteered the suggestien that 
the best cenclusien te the 2ffair aight be the depertatien 
ef the five men frea Palestine. “e arreed that this weuld be 
far better than staging a trial. 
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Captured 3riten Adnits 3 Porthos piticn In 3 : eot Forbin. - 
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Roferenc ‘ iv 3r4539 gubj.@ca “wno yore widnapved d 


2 sri is 
v > Irgun «na made mae ee first tine in an Ireun trvoaccast Last > 
cnt. = 
"Thay Ao tu tho Avads Jotish artillery ait mor bar 
posi tions and we Aave enousn avide Sige i t tau the beo rd2ast 





asserted, I aided “iat 4 cer et cole of Sntolligence * 
working fo° tho Arabs" wis Uiecoverod, 1" + : 
WJne of the arroste a, - former British police 39Pis?: ant, the 


ise 3 
broadcast oe "aarits tait 1: Durticipaced in the Ben Yohuca Street 
vig 


explo3ion list February and as ed tir ness of other v: a= eieipants 
Wh © Britishers were not tertur d at not von suoiec cd to” 


+h 


third=logree be thods, cut 2videnge against tie is such that wy had 
to cee sae ir guilt. 

"Some orrficinis of o.rtuin consulates in Jerusalum ara also 
involved in this case vaich cuss sany Jevish lives es ti> ring alvised 
the \rabs a& to where the Jows wir. cestiag and tre Aravs Birreupon 
sholled accurately, : : 

"Cnly on. &r itishner as eligitiy oe in tin: leg oecause 
no tried to escape," the bronade2zst conclud-< 





ave 


e . 

a decree fulZils one of tue chief? dorands of Rumanian 
Jewry sine? the liberation. It ia exoucted thirt the measure will 
have its greatest effect in Nuorticera Traccvivania fron waich » 
practicilly the entire Jevish population waa duported to Nazi 


death sicps in 1944, 








pot ee ai neds TRENDS APPTARING IN TWO RUMAVIAN PCLITICSL PanTIES 
WITH JaWisi s0xi nwo: #é act ar sess 


ors July 16th. (Jewish Telesriohie Avzency). 

anti-Zionist trends heve reermntly come to tae surface 
in two peouluir Rumanian volitical partios yitn a large menbersni > 
among the Jowlsh population, 

At tie latest moctiny of tne ccntral committee o? the 
National Ponular Party Dr. Constantin Diidtriu, Scere tary—3 :neral 
of tie pp: irty, warned the Jevish rembers "not to Tall for vruraganda 
which is austemtin: to 190eq1 to tazir nationalist feelings for 
a. noisy recrudescence oi Zionisa.e" Dr.,Dinitriu added taat the 
Only solution for tne Jows of wvaania jies in co-operatins with 
the entire workin class of tne country, Yiis statexeat followed 
a resolution adopted by the Numaniar Workers Party which ccnmitted 
Hered mMomberg to "fi giting en wxzo tie 2lly $2 netionalist-reactionary 
t-ndeney amon: > Jowleh population, ? 












